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SENATOR RAIKES: I wou l d o f f e r a d i f f e r e n t v i ew . Ou r f o r mu l a i s
fashioned in a w a y that we have flexibility so that if we need
to make ad j u s t ments , l i ke w e n ee d t o t hi s year , we can do i t
wit h i n t he c on t ex t o f t he f o r mu l a . I ' m n o t g o i n g t o a r g u e t h a t
t he f o r mula i s per f ec t . I ' ve at t em p ted and f a i l ed s e v e ra l t i m e s
to make a number of changes. But I would tell you that the
formula is the consensus, it is our policy consensus at the
moment a s t o ho w w e f u n d K- 1 2 s c ho o l s . I t ' s c omp l i ca t e d fo r o ne
reason -trying to be fair involves complication. Bu t I wou ld
t el l y ou t hat i t does al l ow u s t he t ool s , t he opt i on s , t o m a k e
changes that we need to do in order to address the situations
that we enc ounter, an d we have been able to make the changes
t ha t . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR RAIKES: Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR: Tha nk you, Mr. President and m em bers of the
b ody. I j us t want t o r i se i n suppo r t of t he com mi t t e e
amendments and LB 540. I do want to thank S e nator R a ikes for
a l l o f h i s wo r k on t h e i ss u e . I t h i nk we ' v e r e a l l y ha d a n o p e n
discussion this year. We started with a bill. We had the
hearing. We had the major groups actually come in, in support
of th e b i l l . They had some i dea s . We t ook t hose i nt o
consideration. We added those two later provisions of LB 246
and LB 302, which we have been discussing now. And generally I
think wh a t we have i s a t.wo - y e ar bi l l and wh a t we ' re do i n g i s
keeping the basic framework in place and, yet, we are allowing
t he sc h o o l s t o ha v e s ome add i t i o n a l s p e n d in g w i t h t h a t i nc r e a s e
i n th e l e v y f r om $1.00 to $1 . 04, an d we ' re talking a b out
shi f t i n g m o ne y f r om o n e p oc k e t t o t h e o t h e r b e ca u s e w e k n o w t h a t
tha t d oe s a l l ow t he m t o in c r e a s e p r op e r t y t ax e s . Bu t , I me an ,
i t i sn ' t a ma n d a t e t h a t t he y ha v e t o . Ag a i n , i t a l l o ws t he m t o
i ncr e as e i f t he y n e e d t o do so . L a s t y e a r t he b i l l t h a t we
introduced and a llowed th e sch ools, an d we ' ve had some
discussion on that, to make up the difference in the state aid
t hat they lost, I believe about half of the schools did seek t o
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